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At a glance - UCLG ASPAC ExBu 2017

Unanimously accepted by UCLG ASPAC Presidency
and Executive Bureau Members, Catbalogan City is
to host the First Session of UCLG ASPAC Executive
Bureau (ExBu) 2017 from 5 to 7 April.

Prior to the UCLG ASPAC ExBu 2017, there will be
a number of associated events to conduct, namely
Pre-Conferences onYouth,Women and the Role of
Local Governments in SDGs and the New Urban
Agenda. The Asia-Pacific Conference on Creating
Connections for Sustainable and Resilient Societies
will also be held while Fairs and Exhibitions will be
conducted during the whole events.

With selected theme “Kauswagan (progress)
Kalibutan (world): Creating Connections for
Sustainable Societies,” the Catbalogan's events
aim to call for a unity to achieve a sustainable

society and a better world.

FROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Pre-Conferences (Day 0)

I. Youth International Conference
Venue :Samar State University Audio Visual Hall

2. Women Mayors Forum
Venue :New Maqueda Bay Hotel

3. The Role of Local Governments on SDGs and the New
Urban Agenda Conference
Venue :Hotel San Fransisco

4. Regional Dialogue: City and Local Government Enabling
Environment Rating in Asia and Pacific
Venue :Hotel San Fransisco

Asia Pacific Conference (Day 1)

Theme : Creating Connections for Sustainable and Resilient Societies
Venue :M Grand Royale Resort

The main conference is expected to gather a maximum of 300
participants, mostly local leaders of different local governments
across the Philippines and other countries from Asia and the Pacific
as well as heads and officers of several organizations, international
agencies and advocates of various fields.

Fiest Session of UCLG ASPAC ExBu 2017
& UCLG ASPAC Standing Committees
Meetings (Day 2)

Venue :Hotel San Francisco

About the Pre-Conferences

Youth Pre-Conference

The said pre-conference is expected to draw in
maximum of fifty (50) youth leaders from various
youth-led and youth-serving organizations from all over
the Philippines and other Asian countries. It will tackle
topics on youth in sustainable development specifically
on environmental advocacy, youth empowerment and
engagement, Sexual and Reproductive Health and HIV
and AIDS, and other timely and relevant topics

Women Pre-Conference

Women from organizations, associations, networks, and
advocates will gather for a collective declaration that
will carry their recommendations for a more inclusive
women agenda in all aspects of development. More
than 50 women organizations are expected to attend
the said pre-conference.

Local Government Pre-Conference

This pre-conference is for city and municipal mayors,
governors and other local leaders across the
Philippines to discuss on the localization of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the New Urban
Agenda in their respective cities, municipalities, and
provinces. The objective of this pre-conference is to
gather the support of said local leaders into a collective
manifesto, which then will be carried to the Asia Pacific
Conference to serve as the voice of local governments.

Conference Partners

League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP), League
of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP), National
Movement of Young Leaders (NMYL), Department of
Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD),
Department of Science and Technology (DOST),
Department of Education (DepEd), Department
of Tourism (DOT), Department of Health (DOH),
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI), Philippine Commission
for Women (PCW), Commission on Population
(POPCOM), National Youth Commission (NYC),
National Economic Development Authority (NEDA),
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United
Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS),
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Philippines,
Save the Children Philippines, Plan International
Philippines, Family Planning Organization of the
Philippines  (FPOP), Regional Development Council
(RDC), Provincial Government of Samar, Samar
Chamber of Commerce



Study Visit (Day 3)

The participants are to visit the following sites in Catbalogan
City:

|. City Tour at different historical and cultural sites

2. Lunch at Sitio Majaba at Barangay (District) Pangdan for the
Sisi or Rock Oyster Farm

3. Sunset Dinner at Catbalogan Parola or Lighthouse
overlooking the Antiao River leading towards Maqueda Bay

Fairs and Extibits (. Day 0-3)

|. Travel and Trade Fair
Venue :Samar Provincial Covered Court

This will be coordinated with the Provincial Government

of Samar with participating exhibitors of all cities and
municipalities within the Province of Samar to showcase
their native products as well as their respective tourism sites.

2. Science Fair
Venue :Maceda Gymnasium, Samar State University

This activity will be led by Samar State University and will
gather exhibits of science researches and experiments
mostly by tertiary and secondary students in Catbalogan
City and from Tacloban City. This will also be opened to
interested research groups from other schools in the
Philippines as well as other countries.

How to get to Catbalogan

Even if the City of Catbalogan has no regularly operating airport
(but it has a serviceable runway), it is still a very viable economic
center considering its strategic location considering that the
city is located between two operating airports (Tacloban and
Calbayog). This became an advantage to Catbalogan especially
during unfavorable weather conditions because airline companies
or even passengers have the option to reroute flights to another
airport that is accessible to the City of Catbalogan.

Catbalogan City is considered as the trucking capital of the
whole island with the presence of a number of trucking and
transport companies. Currently, there are now six (6) van
operators in the city plying with the region, to and from Manila
and Davao operating at the quickest of after every 5 minutes

Hotels, Accommodation & Tourism

In terms of accommodation facilities, Catbalogan City has
the most number of hotels in the whole island of Samar with
eighth (8) resorts and beaches; thirteen (I3) hotels and inns;
and several boarding houses and homestays.

In 2014, Catbalogan recorded the highest number of tourist
arrivals for the whole island of Samar and second in the whole
region of Eastern Visayas who visited the City to experience
its captivating contrasts in terms of landscape, memorable
events and adventures, feasts of cuisines and delicacies and
oth- er historic and cultural sites. Catbalogan City is also home
to the national awardee Tribu Katbalaugan, Catbalogan City's
official festival contingent who won championship titles in
various regions nationally. Further, in August 2016, Catbalogan
City celebrated its 400th year anniversary being the capital of
Samar island and the Church of St. Bartholomew being the
residencia and mission center of the Jesuits missionaries since
l616.

How to Participate

Please complete the attached Attendance Form to confirm
your participation and return it to UCLG ASPAC Secretariat
at_secretariat@uclg-aspac.org (with a copy to Host at
catbalogancity 2007 @yahoo.com) no later than 5" March
2017.

UCLG ASPAC Presidency

PRESIDENT
Governor Won Hee-ryong (Jeju Special Self
Governing Province)

CO-PRESIDENTS

2.

7.

8.

Mayor Troy Pickard (Co-President
representing Pacific sub-region)

Mr. Dormani Paudel (Co-President
representing South & Southwest Asia sub-
region)

Mayor Emil Elestianto Dardak (Co-President
representing Southeast Asia sub-region)

Dr. Ranjit S. Chavan (Co-President
representing Associate and International
Organisation Members)

Mayor llliza Sa'aduddin Djamal (Co-President
representing Women in Local Government)
Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama (Co-
President Host)

Mr. Syed Muhammad Asghar Shah Gillani (Co-
President Immediate Past President)

Cr. Chen Haosu (Co-President Founding)

Executive Bureau

Beijing Municipality

Guangzhou City

Hamamatsu City

Governors Association of Korea (GAOK)
Wuhan City

Gunsan City

Kiribati Local Government Association
(KILGA)

Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ)
Catbalogan City

South Tangerang City

National League of Local Council
Association of Cities of Vietnam

All India Institute of Local Self- Government
(AIILSG)

Municipal Association of Bangladesh (MAB)
Local Council Association of the Punjab
Pakistan (LCAP)

Association of District Development
Committee of Nepal (ADDCN)



About the Host Crty

@® Attained its cityhood on March 15,2007,
5 - @® tisthe capital of Samar Province , Philippines,
H:u“‘ with a population of 103,879 people and 274.22

sq.km of total land area

@ Itis"CABERA OF SAMAR” (Center of
Commerce, Trade and Services)

@ Has 57 barangays/districts; 21 in the center; 2|
in the coastal area and 15 in the interior and
upland area
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